484	THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA CAN&H1
the struggle for licences could be won* It is possible that traders
will kave to suffer for some time. I hope they -will not fail to do
their duty at the critical moment. We must demand complete free-
dom to trade, and ought to get it. Everything depends on the traders.
The Gold Law in the Transvaal is a very oppressive measure.
The settlement secures to all the right to carry on business wherever
they are doing so at present. People can shift their business from
one place to another in the same town, but they cannot go over
to another town. So much can be taken as included in the clause
on "existing rights". If the Government permits less than this, that
•will be a breach of the terms of the Settlement. To secure more
than this, independent efforts will be necessary, and I don't think
these can be made at present. Great care will have to be exer-
cised to see that they do not keep us in the dark and pass compli-
cated laws on these and related subjects, In regard to the Gold
Law also, it should be easy to offer satyagraha against it, if it is
administered with excessive severity.
As regards the Transvaal Law of 18851, I don't see any pos-
sibility of our being able to touch it at present.
On the issue of marriages, it is not possible to secure any-
thing more for the present To waste efforts on that will inter-
fere with other important tasks. There is no better law elsewhere
than the one which has been enacted.
We need not fight for votes or for freedom of entry for fresh
immigrants from India. I think we shall have to rest content at
present with the removal of the taint [of racial discrimination]
from the law*
However, if the Indian community is strong and itself enter-
prising,, if it maintains unity, truthfulness and courage, the follow-
ing expectations may be realized in 15 years:
i% Complete freedom of trade.
2» Full rights of ownership of land in all Provinces and
3, Freedom of movement from one Province to another.
In order to bring all this about, it will be necessary to have
the Licensing Acts, the Gold Laws, the Township Act, Law 3 of
1885 and the Immigration Act amended, for which purpose pub-
lic opinion will have to be cultivated among the whites of South
Africa* This is not difficult to do.
The community need not be anxious on account of the in-
dentured labourers. There is nothing in the new law which can
be interpreted to mean that the Government may send them away.
* W* VoL I, p. 383.

